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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 038993 

TOSEC 135 TODEP 53 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, FR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH CABINET SHUFFLE 

1. THE RESIGNATION OF FRENCH PRIME MINISTER PIERRE 
MESSMER'S GOVERNMENT THIS MORNING APPEARS TO BE ONLY THE 
OCCASION FOR A RESHUFFLING OF THE PRESENT CABINET. IT SEEMS 
TO BE AN EFFORT TO RESTRUCTURE AND STRENGTHEN THE PRESENT 
GOVERNMENT IN THE FACE OF THE CONSIDERABLE PUBLIC CRITICISM 
WHICH HAS BEEN DIRECTED AT IT IN RECENT MONTHS. 

2. PRESIDENT POMPIDOU SEEMS TO WANT TO DRAMATIZE THE FACT 
THAT HIS GOVERNMENT IS EFFECTIVE. DYNAMIC AND CAPABLE OF 
MEETING CURRENT PROBLEMS. 
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3. A NEW GOVERNMENT IS LIKELY TO BE NAMED BY POMPIDOU VERY 
QUICKLY, POSSIBLY EVEN TODAY. BACKGROUND FROM THE ELYSEE 
SUGGESTS THAT MESSMER WILL REMAIN AS PRIME MINISTER, WITH 

A RESOUNDING PUBLIC STATEMENT OF CONFIDENCE IN HIM BY 
POMPIDOU. IF MESSMER WERE TO BE REPLACED, HOWEVER, A 
SUCCESSOR MIGHT WELL BE SOMEONE WHOM POMPIDOU WOULD VIEW 
AS A CANDIDATE TO SUCCEED HIM IN THE NEXT PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION. 

4. ASSUMING THAT MESSMER IS REAPPOINTED, WE EXPECT JOBERT 
AND GISCARD TO REMAIN IN A RESHUFFLED CABINET. THE MAIN 
CABINET CHANGESWILL PROBABLY CENTER AROUND THE 

GOVERNMENT'S CAPABILITY TO MEET ENERGY PROBLEMS AND 
RELATED ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES. MARGINAL 
MINISTERS, INCLUDING POLITICAL LIABILITIES LIKE INTERIOR 
MINISTER MARCELLIN, MAY BE DROPPED. 

5. WE DO NOT CONSIDER THAT A NEW GOVERNMENT WILL INVOLVE 
ANY CHANGE IN FRENCH FOREIGN AND DEFENSE POLICIES. CASEY 
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